THE HOL Y ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. I.

exercising over the minds of men an influence such as
its material strength could never have commanded. It
! is of this influence and of the causes that gave it power
! rather than of the external history of the Empire, that
I the following pages are designed to treat. That history
jis indeed full of interest and brilliancy, of grand cha-
jracters and striking situations. But it is a subject too
ivast for any single canvas. Without a minuteness of
. detail sufficient to make its scenes dramatic and give us
, a lively sympathy with the actors, a narrative history can
i have little value and still less charm. But to trace with
' any minuteness the career of the Empire, would be to
; write the history of Christendom from the fifth century
;to the twelfth, of Germany and Italy from the twelfth
jto the nineteenth; while even a narrative of more re-
, stricted scope, which should attempt to disengage from
'a general account'of the affairs of those countries the
I events that properly belong to imperial history, could
; hardly be compressed within reasonable limits. It is
! therefore better, declining so great a task, to attempt
;one simpler and more practicable though not neces-
. sarily inferior in interest; to speak less of events than
of principles, and endeavour to describe the Empire not
; as a State but as an Institution, an institution created by
and embodying a wonderful system of ideas. In pur-
I suance of such a plan, the forms which the Empire took
in the several stages of its growth and decline must be
; briefly sketched. The characters and acts of the great
, men who founded, guided, and overthrew it must from
| time to time be touched upon. But the chief aim of
ithe treatise will be to dwell more fully on the inner
'nature of the Empire, as the most signal instance of
the fusion of Roman and Teutonic elements in modern